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the ‘only country in mainland Southeast Asia whi . h 1

tited with SEATO, remains a surprisingly stable encliave-

%

thy wurface-~in a region marked by change and unrest,

This stability rests squaré]y upon contiauving amity .mong the

various members of the ruling oligarchy (which has duminated

“Taailand since 1847) .

] At present there are no indications of serious fricticn

among. these Thai 1eadﬁrs

has been swayed to some extent by the Communistis! "peac:

cemtence” campalgn,
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' pinghok has lifted itu embargo against the shipment ERT

sirategic goods to Communist China,

1 In fact, there 1is some indication that top Thai Tead

have a financial interest 1n developing such trade

pespite such signs of self-interested "wavering", we do noet
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‘4,1 Thailand will abandon its pro-Western orientation in th-

toresnepable future,

~ 4 - Phibun and other officials have emphatically dented all g

that a1 serious change in policy is even being contemplat

Tha:land’'s Forelign Minister Prince Wan, has reiterwten el

apposition to Peiping's entry into the UN or any of its
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P Lva tely Phibun has expressed concern over Laos, and wat @ b
wonld do his best to counter the Lacotia. drift towa: )
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